
Tribal/State/Federal Human Service Workgroup Meeting

Friday, April 30, 2004

2:00 PM (EST)

I. Welcome/Introductions/Goals

Roll Call: 

NCAI: Sarah Hicks

APHSA: Kathryn Dyjak, Elaine Ryan

Aberdeen Area:

Alaska Area: Jana Turvey, Mark Andrews

Bemidji Area: Christine McPherson, Hattie Walker

Billings Area:

California Area: Lynn Keller for John Carney

Nashville Area: James T. Martin, Brenda Shore Fuller

Oklahoma Area: Lisa John, Norma Merriman

Phoenix Area: Warren Kontz

Portland Area: Julie Johnson

Tucson Area:

AIHEC: Dr. Jim Shanley

NCUIH: Donna Keeler

NICCA: Dee Killion, Laurie Hand

NICOA: 

NIHSD: Kathleen Helsel for Mavany Verdugo

NIHB: Francilla Whiteshunk

Papa Ola Lokahi: Hardy Spoehr, Na’u Kamili’i

TSGAC:

IGA: Gena Tyner-Dawson, James Ivery, Debi Nalwood

Gena Tyner-Dawson (IGA) provided an overview of the Federal/State/Tribal Human Services goals as stated in the draft white paper, which includes increasing collaboration between federal, state and tribal governments in implementing human services programs in Indian country, discussion on federal policy proposals, better understanding of policies and programs, developing strategies to improve communication links, increase tribal participation in policy development and create forums (or academies) to support the collaboration, communication and consultation efforts.  

Kathryn Dyjak (APHSA) stated APHSA is still in the process of finalizing the state representatives and hopes to have the finalized list within the next couple of weeks. 

II. Historical Overview:

Sarah Hicks (NCAI) and Kathryn Dyjak (APHSA) provided an historical overview.  NCAI/ASPHA came together in December 2001 in Los Angeles to discuss state and tribal concerns around the upcoming reauthorization of the tribal TANF program.  At the gathering tribal and state reps made it clear that they may not agree on everything but there was mutual agreement on some issues and agreed to work towards resolution on others.  In addition, the groups realized it was necessary and critical to bring in the federal officials into the dialogue.  APSHA and NCAI reached out to HHS to join their effort.  By October 2003, a joint letter (NCAI/APSHA/HHS) was sent to state and tribal leaders of this new partnership and to join in the meeting in November 2003 in Albuquerque to discuss human service policy and practices and to prioritize the human services issues.  The issues outcome included: TANF reauthorization (economic development, high unemployment), Child Support Enforcement (new regulations to be released), Child Welfare (Indian Child Welfare Act, Adoption & Safe Families Act, foster care and adoption and Indian youths in the juvenile justice system) and other broader issues (consultation process, reaching across federal, state, county borders [near reservation definitions] and research, best practices and training opportunities).  Another area included share data reporting and information systems (many issues of confidentiality, data collection, data reporting discrepancies). The Food Stamps program was also highlighted but not an HHS program.  Childcare was mentioned but was not identified as a major issue during that meeting.  Another issue was Public Health and Medicaid – CMS had state and tribal workgroups in place like the TTAG (Tribal Technical Advisory Group).  However, the group hoped that CMS would bring together both state and tribal advisory group members for joint meetings.  Two issues that are related are TANF and Child Support Enforcement.  At the meeting, reps emphasized that all the issues brought forth are all important and all are priority in Indian Country.  They did not choose to prioritize at that time and a suggestion was made to reach out to tribal leadership.  They also wanted to get together at these forums (academies) to share information (and not recreate the wheel).    

III.  Policy Forum Topic Discussion.

The floor was open for general comments and questions.

Tim Martin (USET) added a policy concern with death registry rates and state fees related to the registry.  He would like the workgroup assistance with this barrier in data reporting.

Laurie Hand (NICCA) was surprised childcare was not an issue brought forth especially with 260 plus block grants given to tribes.  She feels there are many state and tribal issues concerning childcare.

Julie Johnson (Portland Area) asked if there would be any meetings (forums) in the Pacific Northwest.  She recommended have a write up on each issue to help her educate their state and regional reps. Gena encouraged she put forth an invitation to the NW area.

Gena solicited input from the workgroup to provide by email a workgroup process and to focus in on the various issues that have been brought up to date.  In December 2003, the Administration on Children and Families had a tribal consultation meeting, which yielded similar topics.  

Kathryn Dyjak expressed concern about our time line and the need to begin scheduling forums (academies), and IGA concurred.  

Jana Turvey (Alaska Area) suggested a focus be Medicaid.  They have issues with reimbursements, HIPPA, and Medical Assistance. 

Norma Merriman (Oklahoma Area) would like to add long-term care for the elderly.

Christine McPherson (Bemidji Area) agreed long-term care is an issue for them also, especially protective services.  

Gena suggested the workgroup narrow the 12 issues or so to 3-4 major forums (academies) that we can put forth and to think of locations and dates to bring people together.

Sarah (NCAI) shared the Tribal Child Support could be a possible forum with the new regs out.  

Lisa John (Oklahoma Area) shared her tribe Chickasaw has a CSE program and can provide assistance.

IV. Next Steps 

Kathryn Dyjak suggested a possible tag-on to an already established APHSA meeting in Seattle in August.  It could be an opportunity for NICWA to participate, as they are located in that region.  

Elaine Ryan suggested plotting upcoming meeting opportunities with a list of locations and dates back to the group.  She shared APHSA has a joint meeting with CMS on long-term care in November in DC.

The core workgroup will provide suggested dates and location and identify technical workgroups like CMS’s TTAG.  The workgroup members are to work on broader issues.  Members were encouraged to provide feedback on the forum structure.  

Dee Killion (NICCA) suggested adding Child Care to the list of issues.  Elaine shared the National Child Care affiliate meeting in December 2004 and the opportunity to have a joint tribal and state meeting.

Norma Merriman (Oklahoma Area) shared the 4th Annual Tribal Child Care Conference on July 18-21, 2004 and that the Child Support Enforcement roll out is included as part of the conference.  Elaine shared APHSA has a conflict during that time, with their Council Meeting.  Norma shared the first roll out for CSE is June 20-21 in Seattle – a possible meeting.

Gena agreed the core group (HHS/NCAI/APHSA) will create a final list of the possible forum gatherings and will distribute the list to the group for comments and suggestions. The workgroup members will receive additional information in the upcoming weeks in preparation for the next meeting.  

Next meeting was set for Thursday, June 3, 2004 at 2pm (EST).  The call-in information and proposed agenda for the June meeting will be provided at a later date.
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